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Dr. Gary Chaimowitz is head of service and academic lead of the Forensic Psychiatry Program at St. 
Joseph’s Healthcare Hamilton as well as a professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioural 
Neurosciences at McMaster University.  
  
As academic and clinical director of forensic services, he has led the development of an exemplary network 
of services in Hamilton that promote a humane and patient-centred approach to the care of forensic 
patients. These include the first same day fitness to stand trial clinic in Hamilton, as well as clinics focused 
on sexual behaviour, and aggression and impulsivity. In addition to overseeing a significant expansion of 
the forensic program in Hamilton, Dr. Chaimowitz has developed innovative risk assessment tools for 
clinicians in psychiatry including the Aggression Incidents Scale (AIS) and the cloud-based Hamilton 
Anatomy of Risk Management (HARM).  
  
After completing his medical degree at the University of Cape Town, Dr. Chaimowitz underwent compulsory 
national service for two years before travelling and working as a general practitioner in the United Kingdom 
and in Saskatchewan. He initially began an internal medicine residency, but later switched to psychiatry 
and completed his specialty training at McMaster. 
  
Dr. Chaimowitz has played a major role in the recognition of forensic psychiatry as a subspecialty in Canada 
and has been granted Founder status by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada. He 
chaired the Royal College’s specialty committee for two terms and is currently a member of its examinations 
committee. For more than two decades he has been actively involved in developing continuing professional 
development (CPD) activities in forensic psychiatry, including the McMaster-Muskoka Seminars, the Risk 
and Recovery Conference, and the Forensic Psychiatry Institute.  
  
In addition to his contributions to forensic psychiatry, Dr. Chaimowitz has been actively involved as a 
medical leader. He is a former president of the CPA, the Ontario Psychiatric Association and the Canadian 
Academy of Psychiatry and the Law. He also chaired the Ontario Medical Association’s Section on 
Psychiatry for three years. With an MBA from the University of Toronto and the designations of Certified 
Physician Executive and Chartered Director, he brings a unique management lens to these positions.  
  
Dr. Chaimowitz has a long history of involvement with the CPA. He is a former chair of the Professional 
Standards and Practice Committee and has been a prolific contributor to CPA position papers and 
statements on a range of contemporary issues and challenges facing the profession. In addition to serving 
on the Board of Directors and Executive Committee, he is a member of the CPD Committee where he takes 
the lead on planning the CPA’s International CPD Conference.  
 


